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and employees, teachers, etc. (20 percent). The membership in-
cluded 35 percent of Communist Youth party men, With such a
body it was already possible to begin creating, for the first time,
an "authentic peasant literature" in the spirit of Stalin's program.
Only the proletarian peasant writers were acknowledged "au-
thentic peasant writers." Klychkov and Kliuev were called reac-
tionary and feudal kulaks, while Esenin had long since been con-
demned as a pornographic writer. The Fellow Travelers were also
repudiated as enemies of social reconstruction, and only the poorer
peasants "capable of accepting fully the proletarian point of view,"
were regarded as possible allies.
On October 4,1930, the Pravda published an article by B. Kush-
ner which summed up the situation we have been discussing on
the preceding pages. In this article, devoted to the inefficiency of
the Soviet writers, the author described quite unintentionally the
truly tragic situation in which literature was placed by the de-
mands addressed to it from the outside in complete disregard of
its proper artistic functions. Kushner was forced to admit that
the second year of the Five Year Plan, like the first one, had passed
without any active participation of proletarian literature in the
work of socialistic construction. As heretofore, in spite of an ex-
press governmental command, this literature virtually continued
to neglect such subjects as the struggle for the general party line,
the establishment of a new industrial base in the country, collectivi-
zation of villages, liquidation of the kulaks as a class, and such
forms of workmen's participation in the socialistic construction
as competition, "shock work," etc. Neither the government nor
the reading public could be held responsible for the silence pre-
served by literature on these burning problems*
The opportunity to see and make observations, to study and collect
material is offered to our writers, particularly those ol the proletariat,
with such lavishness that at times it almost verges on extravagance.
Regardless of distance and unmindful of cost our writers are sent to
old and new concerns, to construction works, to collective and state
farms, on long cruises, polar expeditions, and record Sights* In ail
fairness it must be admitted that our writers love to travel, but in am
overwhelming majority of cases the appikation of these experiences
to literature is either ar*fl**"t or extremely unsatisfactory.